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2. SUMMARY: POLOFF AND POLINTERN TOURED KIRYAT ARBA
AND THE DOWNTOWN HEBRON SETTLEMENTS JUNE 22, IN THE
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RMAL IN THE SETTLEMENTS, FOLLOWING
RRANGEMENTS IN THE WAKE OF THE
FEBRUARY 25 HEBRON MASSACRE. IN KIRYAT ARBA, SECURITY
AT GATES SEEMED ALMOST LAX, ALTHOUGH A SUBSTANTIAL NEW
ARMY ENCAMPMENT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED ON LAND LYING
BETWEEN KIRYAT ARBA AND GIVAT HARSINA. IN DOWNTOWN
HEBRON, ROADBLOCKS ERECTED SINCE FEBRUARY 25 REMAIN IN

PLACE, AND PALESTINIAN TRAFFIC IS PROHIBITED NEAR
SETTLEMENT COMPOUNDS. A LARGE CEMENT WALL ERECTED IN

THE CENTER OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA HAS BEEN REMOVED
PRODUCE MARKET ON THE EDGE OF THE JEWISH QUARTER - THE
SETTLEMENT COMPOUND REMAINS CLOSED AND THE AREA IS

CLOSED OFF TO PALESTINIANS. END SUMMARY.
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6. MOST OF THE COMPLICATED SECURITY AND T
ENTS IMPOSED IN DOWNTOWN HEBRON AFTER THE

FEBRUARY 25 MASSACRE REMAI

THROUGH DOWNTO

PATRIARCHS, CARSM

CHECKPOINTS THAT BAR PALESTINIAN VEHICLE TRAFFIC F
CENTER (CONGEN CAR WAS ONLY ABL!

ENTERING THE CITY
PASS AFTER JASSURED SOLDIERS THAT IT WAS ALL
RIGHT). OLOFF THAT ISRAELI POLICE

£ TO THE HOLY

WERE BRUTALIZING O TRIED TO COM
SITE TO PRAY AT THE STEPS, INCLUDING WOMEN AND
CHILDREN. "WHEN WE SEE THE BLUE-UNIFORMED POLICE, WE
KNOW THEY'VE COME TO BEAT UP JEWS" (REFTEL).
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HAM AVINU SYNAGOGUE

7. TOURING THE JEWISH QUARTER/AVRA
SETTLEMENT COMPLEX, POLOFF CONFIRMED THAT THE PRODUCE
MARKET AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE SETTLEMENT (SOME 25

LARGE BARRIERS BLOCK ENTRY

STORES) REMAINS SHUT DOWN AND

TO THE AREA FROM SIDE-STREETS. AN IDF UNIT APPEARS TO

HAVE TAKEN UP RESIDENCE IN A SHOP AT THE MOUTH OF THE
SETTLEMENT COMPLEX, AND VISITORS MUST NOW PASS THROUGH A
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E MAIN
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TTLEMENT AREA (WHERE
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THE AREA. PALESTINIANS ARE NONETHELESS STILL LIVING IN
HOMES ABOVE THE CLOSED SHOPS.

BEIT HADASSAH, BEIT ROMANO AND THE BUS STATION

8.[ __JtoLD POLOFF THAT BEIT ROMANO IS CURRENTLY UNDER
RENOVATION. IN THE MEANTIME, THE YESHIVA HAS BEEN MOVED
TO THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE SETTLER'S GIFT SHOP (NEXT TO
OMPLEX). THE AREA ADJOINING BEIT

THE IBRAHIMI MOSQUE C
ROMANO, THE OLD BUS STATION, ALSO APPEARS TO BE UNDER
THE DEED FOR

SOME SORT RENOVATION. ACCORDING T
DECEASED RABBI

THE PROPERTY BELONGED TO THE RECENTLY-

SCHNEERSON, AND NOW APPARENTLY BELONGS TO THE
LUBAVITCHER MOVEMENT, WHICH STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE HEBRON

SETTLERS. IDF SOLDIERS WERE POSTED ON THE STREET
OUTSIDE THE BELT ROMANO/BUS STATION COMPLEX AND ON

ROOFTOPS OF SURROUNDING BUILDINGS. (NOTE: ARAB
HEBRONITES CONSISTENTLY CHARGE THAT THE RENOVATION AT

THE BUS STATION, WHICH APPARENTLY INVOLVES EXTENSIVE
EXCAVATIONS, IS ACTUALLY NEW SETTLEMENT CONSTRUCTION.

END NOTE).

9. LIKE THE JEWISH QUARTER, LOCATED SOME THREE
KILOMETERS AWAY, SECURITY AT BEIT HADASSAH HAS BEEN
STEPPED-UP OVER THE PAST MONTHS. A PERMANENT IDF
OUTPOST HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE
BUILDING AND CHECKPOINTS HAVE BEEN ERECTED ON THE ROAD
RUNNING PAST. IN ADDITION, SOLDIERS ARE POSTED ON THE
ROOFS OF SEVERAL BUILDINGS ADJOINING OR FACING BEIT
HADASSAH. POLOFF SAW A GROUP OF SOLDIERS ALSO
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LONG BEEN AT THE CUTTING EDGE
WEST BANK

AND CONTROVE
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THEY SEE THEMSELVES AS THE PRIMARY VICTI
CREATED NEGATIVE pPUBLICI
AGAINST THE SETTLER MOVEMENT

TURNED TO SOMETHING OF A NORM
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