Institutional actors reject the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism — snapshot

Groups politically shielding the Israeli government advertise the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism
as a “gold standard” and “the international consensus definition” of antisemitism. However, in reality, the
IHRA definition is highly controversial and rejected by leading scholars and human rights groups,
including Israeli NGOs. It has also been sharply criticized by the UN Special Rapporteur on Racism.

In addition, the IHRA definition has been rejected by dozens of institutional actors in Canada, the United
States and Europe. Below follows a non-exhaustive list of such rejections between May 2017 and the
present. The list has been compiled by PhD candidate Jamie Stern-Weiner (Oxford University) and
Independent Jewish Voices Canada. See also 1)V Canada’s #NolHRA microsite.
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Berlin’s Senator for Culture revokes IHRA-based clause from public funding, due
to legal concerns and after widespread criticism across the cultural sector

Clifton City Council removes resolution for adopting IHRA definition from the
agenda

National Conference of the Australian Greens adopts resolution opposing IHRA
definition

11 leading Israeli civil society and human rights NGO, including B’Tselem, issue
statement urging the UN to avoid the IHRA definition

104 civil society organizations, including leading human rights NGOs Human
Rights Watch and Amnesty International, co-sign letter to UN opposing IHRA
definition

Federal Council of the Quebec Federation of University Teachers (FQPPU) adopts
resolution opposing IHRA definition

Human Rights Committee of Winnipeg City Council declines to adopt motion to
adopt IHRA definition

Australian National University (ANU) resists pressure to adopt IHRA definition, a
move welcomed by the National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) and the
Australian National University Students’ Association (ANUSA)

American Bar Association (ABA) removes references to IHRA definition before
passing resolution on antisemitism

Student Senate of the University of California Berkeley rejects resolution to
adopt IHRA definition

42 organizations including the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) call on co-
sponsors of proposed American Bar Association (ABA) resolution to remove all
references to IHRA definition

Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) issues statement opposing IHRA
definition

National Council of the National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU) adopts motion
opposing IHRA definition


https://jerusalemdeclaration.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/04/human-rights-and-other-civil-society-groups-urge-united-nations-respect-human
https://hamoked.org.il/files/2023/human_rights_organizations_in_Israel.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a773229-report-special-rapporteur-contemporary-forms-racism-racial
https://jamiesternweiner.wordpress.com/
https://www.ijvcanada.org/
https://www.noihra.ca/
https://www.berlin.de/en/news/8675934-5559700-antidiscrimination-clause-suspended-for-.en.html
https://www.bz-berlin.de/berlin/kultursenator-joe-chialo-legt-antisemitismus-klausel-auf-eis
https://eu.northjersey.com/story/news/passaic/clifton/2023/07/19/clifton-nj-rejects-antisemitism-definition-city-council-meeting/70430889007/
https://www.cliftonnj.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_07182023-472
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-06-05/greens-change-part-platform-on-palestine-israel-bandt/102440458
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/australian-greens-say-israel-perpetrates-crime-apartheid
https://hamoked.org.il/files/2023/human_rights_organizations_in_Israel.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/20/un-more-groups-address-antisemitism-issue
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/20/un-more-groups-address-antisemitism-issue
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/04/global-un-must-respect-human-rights-while-combatting-antisemitism/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/04/human-rights-and-other-civil-society-groups-urge-united-nations-respect-human
https://mailchi.mp/fqppu.org/resolution-ihra?e=59a3162cfc
https://clkapps.winnipeg.ca/dmis/ViewDoc.asp?DocId=23515&SectionId=&InitUrl=
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/live/2023/mar/28/australia-politics-live-labor-anthony-albanese-housing-future-fund-senate-greens-pocock-nsw-election-minority-chris-minns-climate-gas-bandt-bowen-safeguard?page=with:block-642270018f08b7a5ff80be2e#block-642270018f08b7a5ff80be2e
https://freespeechproject.georgetown.edu/tracker-entries/aba-removes-international-definition-of-antisemitism-from-its-resolution-condemning-the-problem/
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/news/2023/mym-res/514.pdf
https://jewishjournal.com/news/356273/uc-berkeley-student-senate-votes-against-ihra/
https://www.aclu.org/documents/letter-co-sponsors-proposed-american-bar-association-resolution-514-antisemitism
https://www.ubcic.bc.ca/re_ubcic_urges_mayor_elect_sim_not_adopt_ihra_definition_of_antisemitism
https://twitter.com/Lana_Tatour/status/1578671481978224640
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Senate of University of Aberdeen adopts Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism
(JDA) instead of IHRA definition

Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Anthropology Society (CASCA) adopts
resolution opposing IHRA definition

Queen’s University Faculty Association (QUFA) adopts motion opposing IHRA
definition

Board of the Association for Jewish Studies endorses report opposing adoption
of any single antisemitism definition including IHRA definition

University of Toronto accepts recommendation of Anti-Semitism Working Group
opposing adoption of IHRA definition

National Council of the Canadian Association of University Teachers (CAUT)
adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition

General Union of Professors of the University of Montreal (SGPUM) endorses
resolution opposing IHRA definition

Meeting of Ravensbourne University London declines to adopt IHRA definition

Congress of the National Federation of Teachers of Quebec (FNEEQ-CSN) adopts
resolution opposing IHRA definition

Assembly of the University of Warwick adopts resolutions opposing IHRA
definition

Race and Faith Commission of the University of Brighton publishes report
opposing adoption of IHRA definition

Executive Board of the Mount Royal Faculty Association (MRFA) adopts
resolution opposing IHRA definition

British Society for Middle Eastern Studies (BRISMES) issues statement opposing
imposition of IHRA definition on UK universities

Student Senate of the City University of New York (CUNY) rejects resolution to
adopt IHRA definition

University of Western Ontario Faculty Association (UWOFA) issues statement
opposing IHRA definition

Executive Committee of the University of Regina Faculty Association (URFA)
adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition

General Assembly of the Concordia University Faculty Association (CUFA) adopts
motion opposing IHRA definition

European International Studies Association (EISA) issues statement opposing
IHRA definition


https://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/governance/senate/minutes/documents/Senate%20Minutes%20-%2011%20May%202022%20-%20V3a.pdf
https://www.cas-sca.ca/conference/228-english/about-casca/casca-position-statements
https://cascacultureblog.wordpress.com/2022/04/05/resolution-concerning-the-ihra-guidelines-on-antisemitism-resolution-concernant-la-definition-de-lantisemitisme-de-laimh/
https://thecjn.ca/news/queens-faculty-reject-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism-simon-fraser-students-endorse-sanctions-against-israel/
https://www.associationforjewishstudies.org/docs/default-source/ad-files/a-working-report-from-the-ajs-task-force-on-antisemitism-and-academic-freedom.pdf
https://www.utoronto.ca/news/u-t-accepts-all-recommendations-anti-semitism-working-group
https://council.caut.ca/sites/default/files/motions_resolutions_for_caut_council_website-en.pdf
https://council.caut.ca/sites/default/files/motions_resolutions_for_caut_council_website-en.pdf
https://antisemitism.org/universities/ravensbourne/
https://twitter.com/GregUccello/status/1402659625611186178?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/JfPLSpa/posts/warwick-university-academics-have-challenged-the-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/1892635607570560/
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/about-us/your-university/equality/race-equality.aspx
https://i.emlfiles4.com/cmpdoc/5/0/8/3/8/files/782494_b-21-49-race-and-faith-commission-report.pdf
https://mrfa.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Motion-in-Support-of-Academic-Freedom-Passed-May-18-2021.pdf
https://www.brismes.ac.uk/files/download/documents/BRISMES_Donelan_26052021.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220707010727/https:/www.usscuny.org/_files/ugd/9cd172_5531eb0c84044737bd0b1ec1dc0a7e8a.pdf
https://www.uwofa.ca/international-holocaust-remembrance-alliances-ihra-working-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://www.urfa.ca/news/urfa-opposes-ihra-working-definition-of-antisemitism
https://cufa.net/cufa-general-assembly-adopts-motion-on-ihras-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://eisa-net.org/statement-on-adopting-the-ihra-definition-at-uk-universities-and-worldwide-2/
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Branch Membership Meeting of Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE
3097) adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition

Middle East Studies Association of North America (MESA) issues statement
opposing IHRA examples

General Meeting of the Mount Saint Vincent University Faculty Association
(MSVUFA) adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition

Strasbourg City Council rejects a resolution to adopt the IHRA definition

General Assembly of the Union of Professors of the University of Quebec at Trois-
Rivieres (SPPUQTR) adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition

Membership Meeting of the Union of Professors of the University of Quebec at
Montreal (SPUQ) adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition

Students’ Union at the City University of London adopts resolution opposing
IHRA definition

Jewish Faculty Network issues statement opposing IHRA definition

Executive Committee of University of Saskatchewan Faculty Association (USFA)
adopts motion opposing IHRA definition

Association of Academic Staff University of Alberta (AASUA) issues statement
opposing IHRA definition

Ontario College of Art & Design Faculty Association issues statement opposing
IHRA definition

Association of Professors of the University of Ottawa (APUO) adopts motion
opposing IHRA definition

Executive Committee of the Ryerson Faculty Association adopts motion opposing
IHRA definition

New Israel Fund of Canada (NIFC) issues statement withdrawing support for
IHRA definition

Executive of the Wilfred Laurier Faculty Association (WLUFA) adopts resolution
and issues statement opposing IHRA definition

Branch of Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE 3906) issues statement
opposing IHRA definition

CUPE Ontario issues statement opposing IHRA definition

Branch Executive Committee of the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE
3903) adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition


https://www.facebook.com/CUPE3907/posts/there-is-an-international-campaign-underway-to-get-governments-universities-and-/3914898548592520/
https://mesana.org/advocacy/letters-from-the-board/2021/03/31/mesa-board-statement-regarding-the-ihra-working-definition-of-antisemitism-and-contemporary-examples
https://www.msvufa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/210330_MSVUFAletterOfSupportForAcademicFreedomreIHRAworkingDefinitionOfAntisemitism.pdf
https://storage.creacast.com/strasbourg-vod/documents/20210322_CM_CR.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f52a48dcce98340e25350e2/t/6063491fe70ebf795f2565cc/1617119520587/Extrait+PV+AG-SPPUQTR+-+2021+-+Campagne+de+l%27ARC.pdf
https://spuq.uqam.ca/documents/fr/file/cs6_reso_votee_alliance_holocauste_20210319.pdf
https://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/609570/Item_2_Council_Minutes_26_03_21_.pdf
https://jewishfaculty.ca/jewish-faculty-against-the-ihra-defn/
https://usaskfaculty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Collectively-Speaking-March-2021.pdf
https://aasua.ca/Web/Resources/AASUA-Declaration--on-IHRA-Working-Definition-of-Antisemitism.aspx
https://ocadfa.ca/blog/2021/02/02/ocadfa-monthly-newsletter-vol-1-issue-1-january-2021/
https://apuo.ca/february-bulletin/
https://www.rfanet.ca/rfa-executive-motion-on-anti-semitism-and-the-ihra/
https://thecjn.ca/news/canada/new-israel-fund-changes-course-on-ihra-definition/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f52a48dcce98340e25350e2/t/5ffcaf4ef84da9486d0f3707/1610395470664/WLUFA+NoIHRA+Letter.docx.pdf
https://cupe3906.org/files/2021/01/CUPE-3906-Bill-168-Palestine-statement-Nov-2020.pdf
https://cupe.on.ca/speaking-up-for-freedom-of-speech-and-human-rights-everywhere-cupe-ontarios-statement-on-bill-168/
https://3903.cupe.ca/2020/10/27/cupe-3903-executive-committee-opposes-premier-fords-proposed-bill-168/
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Nipissing University Faculty Association issues statement opposing IHRA
definition

Executive Committee of the St. Jerome’s University Academic Staff Association
adopts resolution opposing IHRA definition

Ontario Confederation of University Faculty Associations (OCUFA) issues
statement opposing IHRA definition

York University Faculty Association (YUFA) endorses statement opposing I[HRA
definition

Osgoode Hall Faculty Association (OHFA) issues statement opposing IHRA
definition

Canadian Union of Postal Workers issues statement opposing IHRA definition
Canadian Labour Congress issues statement opposing IHRA definition

Canadian Federation of Students issues statement opposing IHRA definition and
endorsing alternative definition by Independent Jewish Voices

Branch of Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE 3908) endorses statement
opposing IHRA definition

Wellington City Council resolution to adopt IHRA definition is withdrawn after it
had become controversial in the Jewish community

Montreal City Council resolution to adopt IHRA definition is withdrawn ‘after it
failed to gain support’

Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) issues statement opposing
IHRA definition

Vancouver & District Labour Council issues statement opposing IHRA definition

British Columbia Civil Liberties Association issues statement opposing IHRA
definition

20 European trade unions issue statement opposing IHRA definition
World Council of Churches issues statement opposing IHRA definition

Annual General Meeting of civil rights group Liberty adopts motion opposing
IHRA definition

Civil liberties group PEN America issues statement opposing IHRA definition

Congress of the University and College Union (UCU) adopts motion opposing
IHRA definition


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f52a48dcce98340e25350e2/t/6009d4cd9aae3634980fae05/1611257037325/Nipissing+Uni+FA+-+NoIHRA+Letter.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f52a48dcce98340e25350e2/t/5ffcb0b89711b865ceedac65/1610395832389/SJUASA+-+Letter+.pdf
https://ocufa.on.ca/press-releases/ocufa-opposes-ontario-government-circumventing-democracy-and-public-debate-on-bill-168/
https://www.yufa.ca/yufa_exec_endorses_ohfa_statement_re_cromwell_report_and_related_matter_involving_prof_bhabha
https://www.osgoodefaculty.ca/issues/
https://www.cupw.ca/en/canadian-union-postal-workers-cupw-strongly-urges-all-elected-members-legislature-ontario-vote
https://twitter.com/CanadianLabour/status/1235992781635629057
https://www.cfs-fcee.ca/fr-blog/la-fcee-appuie-la-definition-de-lantisemitisme-des-voix-juives-independantes
https://www.noihra.ca/our-definition
https://www.ijvcanada.org/open-letter-from-canadian-academics-opposing-the-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://wellington.govt.nz/-/media/your-council/meetings/council/2020/council-agenda-26-feb-2020.pdf
https://wellington.govt.nz/-/media/your-council/meetings/council/2020/20200226-council-minutes.pdf
https://www.stuff.co.nz/opinion/119755987/racists-dont-care-about-new-definitions-of-hate
https://ville.montreal.qc.ca/documents/Adi_Public/CM/CM_PV_ORDI_2020-01-27_13h00_FR.pdf
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/montreal-city-councillor-withdraws-motion-defining-anti-semitism-amid-criticism-1.4787260
https://www.thefire.org/news/updated-fire-statement-regarding-executive-order-campus-anti-semitism
https://vdlc.ca/combating-anti-semitism-in-vancouver/
https://bccla.org/our_work/the-bccla-opposes-the-international-campaign-to-adopt-the-international-holocaust-remembrance-association-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
http://www.etun-palestine.org/site/2018/10/01/statement-on-the-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism-by-european-trade-unions/
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/wcc-comment-on-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/resolutions-passed-2018.pdf
https://pen.org/press-release/overbroad-south-carolina-anti-semitism-bill-offends-free-speech-makes-mistake-federal-legislation/
https://www.ucu.org.uk/media/9381/Congress-minutes-2017/pdf/UCU869_Congress_mins.pdf

